PATIENT, J. H., a male, had syphilis in 1898, for which he was treated at a naval hospital. Early in 1919 he began to suffer from attacks of pain after taking food. The attacks of pain increased in severity, and in September, 1919, were accompanied by vomiting. They then became more frequent and their severity became so great that the patient was unable to follow his occupation. Medical treatment had no effect in preventing or controlling the attacks, the frequency of which was seriously affecting the patient's general health, so it was decided to carry out an extensive division of the posterior roots. This was done on May 21, 1921, the fifth to the twelfth roots on each side being dealt with. The crises at once ceased and there has been no return of them up to the present time.
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The case is interesting for the reason that the gastric crises were for a long time the only obvious symptoms; the deep reflexes were all present; there were no lightning pains elsewhere, and the sphincter control was not affected. The blood Wassermann reaction was negative, but the reaction of the cerebrospinal fluid was strongly positive.
The present condition shows complete loss of sensation from the level of the nipples to below the umbilicus and a zone of hyperwsthesia below this. There is also constipation, wasting and general weakness. This is the first case of the kind in which I have done this operation, and I think the fact that the man was able to go back to work after the operation, having been laid up for a year or so before, is unmistakable evidence of the value of the procedure. 
